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but who also does them, as just and temperate men per-
form them. It is therefore rightly saitj, that the just cha-
racter results from performing just actions, and the tem-
perate from performing temperate actions, but from not
doing these things no one would ever be likely to become
good* But the multitude do not act thus, but flying to
mere words, they fancy they are philosophers, and that thus
they shall be worthy characters; acting something like the
sick, who indeed attentively hear the physicians, but use
none of their prescriptions. As therefore these will never
have a good babit of body by thus taking care of it, so
neither will those have a good habit of mind who .thus
philosophise.

CHAP, V.
That virtue is a habit.

I. IN the next place we must consider what virtue is.
Since then the things produced in the soul are threek, pas-
sions, powers, and habits, virtue must be one of these. By
passions I mean, desire, anger, fear, audacity, envy, joy, love,
hatred, anxiety, emulation, pity, In short, those things which
pleasure or pain follow 5 and by powers, those things by
which we are said to be capable of these passions 5 for in-
stance, by which we are capable of being angry, or pained,
or feeling pity 5 but habits, by which we are well or ill
disposed with respect to the passions; for instance, with

k Since moral virtue in the subject of discussion at present, he of course
speaks of that part of the soul only, which sometimes obeys and sometimes
disobeys reason; (vide 1,1 c. wit) the purely intellectual part is necessarily
excluded. Now nothing Js given by nature to the moral part, (if it may
be so called,) except animal passions, and the power of acting in> conse-
quence of them : nor can any other effect be produced from following or
subduing them, than a good or bad habit; i* e- there can be nothing in the
moral part of the soul, except passions, capacities, (v. note a, to c. 1. of this
book,) and habits.